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THE NATIONAL ANNIVERSARY,

'which was celebrated on Friday week, was, in its
important incidents, the fineness of the weather;snd
‘ite reedom frem fall untoward ocourrences, perhaps
‘the rnost imeeresting and agreesble ever enjoyed in
ithis _metropolis,

The day wes'ushered in by salutes of arllery
from diffevent points of the city, and, es the.glorious
sun gilded our tellest spires and shed alustre-on the
dome ofthe Oapitol, it was welcomed by a'display;
of Nazional Flags and the ringing of bells from the
vario us'churches and engine houses, Thesiransac-
tion of -secular business wes forgotten, snd at an
ear] y hour our whole population were engaged in
pre paretions for a joyous ebservance of 2 day which
for meid" so important an epoch in the histery of our
co untry-and of the world,

To the:Temperance army was assigned the ear-
li er -ceremonies, and by eight o’clock their Hall on
¥ } strept'wae thronged with-a large and respectable
[ sertion-of our fellow-citizens. ‘A procession was
: secerdingly formed as follows::

'Tbe Gran Division of the District of Colembia.
Memberscf the Grand Division of the Btate of Virginia.

Wembers of the Grand Pivision of the Stats of Marylend. |

Timothy®Division ; Potomac' Division ; Orystal Fount Di-
Prision ;/Heward Division; Equal Divieion ; Northern Liber-
Mties Division ; and Mount Vernon Division.

“The battalion of the %ttle Cadots of Temperance formed
$dleo quite cn intefesting part in‘the line.

With the membere all clothed inegalia, bearing
‘rheir--several banners, and accompanied by fine
Smartial-music, the body preceeded 20 Pennsylvania
tevenue, where the delegation from-the Grand Bivi-
‘sion of Pennsylvania, with their noble block of

tmarble for the Washington ‘Montment, werefor- |

Anally received,

Phe line of march 'was then daken up for the
‘Menument, proceeding along Pennsylvania avcaue
Tto'Fourteenth street,-and thence direct to « Monu-
_ment Place,” where the block was drawn in front
#of she Monument, at the foot of the flag-staff, over

which was displaved .the National banner. On a

plesberea _near was the PresieeNT of the United
/States, Major-General BcorT, and other distinguish-

«ed Cfficers of the Army; the officers and other
members of the Board of Managers of the #+"Wash-
ington National Monument;”’ Georce WasHING-
woN Parke Custss, Esq.; General WaLTER JoNES,
end a number of other aged citizens. The Tem-
perance divisions “having been formed around, so
that all conld conveniently -witness the proceedings,

" :Av'F, CunniNeuan, 'Esq., P. G. W, P. of the Or-

der, introduced to'President-FiLLmore and the Of
ficers and Managers of the Monument Association
the gentlemen who represented the Order of the
Sors of Temperance of the State of Pennsylvania,
They were R. M.:Foust, Doctor Van Dvxe, and
T. W, Marcumant. After a cordial inierchange
of salutations, and a hasty glance at the elegant
memorial which they had brought hither, Mr, Cux-
miNcHAM addressed the President and company -at
some length. This appropriate address was fol-
lowed by one from:R. M. Faust, Esq., chairman of
the: Pennsylvania delegation, in which he stated
that the block was hewn out of the.gquarries at
“Valley Forge,” a place-ever dear to every patriot.
“T'he-conceptions ef its presentation to that noble
column were purely natiomal; he furnished a full
deseniption of the devices so exquisitely carved up-

on it, and eloquently argued the extent and immense ld!ev erend Clergy; the Masonic Order, and as |#ccommodate all the wants of the people by whom it wasto be

benefits to the world of .the-Sons of Temperance.
In conclusion, Mr. Fouer asked their acceptanceof
the gift.

Precident Fruamore, -with characteristic dig-
nity, vemarked that the'Board of Managers had
devolved upon him the duty of receivingthe beauti-
ful bleek of marble which was thus presented by
the Sors of Temperance of the State of Pennsylva-
nia. It afforded him peculiar pleasure.to perform
that duty; and hie friend ‘Gen. Warrer Joxss,
on behalf of the Managers, would reply to the elo-
quent addresses which had been made. .

Gen. Joxes advanced, and in a patrietic and
eloquent snanner reviewed the motives which had
prompled the presentation of such a memorial,
and, on suoh a day, :their high appreciation of it;
and ably did the venerable orator establish the
claims of the Temperance cause as one of the chief
wirtues of every patriotic, well-regulated cemmu-

pity. Though brief, this was one of the learned |plen

_gendoman’l best speeches, and cannet fail, we
think, to produee a salatary effect upon all who
heard it.

The venerable Mr. Cvoems was then introduced
1o the visiters; all the assemblage took another
survey of the costly preeent, and the proces-
aion resumed it mareh 10 unite in the further ce-
remonies of the day at the Capitol.

Whilst theee ceremonies were in progress at ihe
west end of Washington, thousands of wisiters from
Georgetown, Alexandrie, Prince George's, Mont
gomery, Virginia, and Baltimore poured in by
every kind of conveyance. A very large propor-
tion of these hastened to the Capitol, in hopes to
secure an eligible place from which to hear
Mr. Wesster's speech; others again pressed
their way to the City Hall, to witness the first

moving of the procession; and, besides these, as | meet the

was abundantly testiied, every house on the route

indieated by the published programme was

crowded to excess by anxious and enthusiastic
tors.

and Members of the Corporation, and various civil
efficers,

_ At the appointed hour the various bodies were

drawn into line. The First Division was preceded
by the Marshal of the District of Colwmbia, RICHARD

Wavrracy, Esq., and his Aids, ‘The Military Escort

consisted of the Mechanical A tillerists, Capt.
‘Burry, of Alexandria ; Washington Light Infantry,
Capt. Tavs ; National Blues, Capt. CHESNEY, from

Baltimore ; National Greys, Capt. PeTer Bacox ;
Walker Sharpshooters, under command of Lieut.
Birkugap; snd the Columbian Riflemen, Major
McAzusrer, from Baliimore. We have never
witnessed, under such shert notice, a finer display
of our velunteer companies ; the Washington Light
Infantry Band deserve high credit for their recent
improvement, and the Sharpshooters paraded their
fine new set of muwsical inetruments for the first
time. The | visiting  companies from Baltimore,
though few in mumber, sttracted considerable at-
tention. ‘The battalion was under command of
Gen. Joun Masow, aided by Majors KeyworTH
and Riity, and ‘Capt, Tare, of the Infantry.

‘The array of ‘Officers of the Army and Navy
was one of the most imposing features of the
pageant, includling amongst them thirty or forty
brave veterans, many of whom had faithfully spent
the flower of their lives in the service of their
couniry, with the Commander-in-Chief Scorr at
«the head of the Military Division, and Commodore
Morris atthe head of the Naval,all in full uniform.
"When aguin will our countrymen be favored with
zn opportunity like that ! The remainder of the
military pert of the procession consisted of Offi-
.cers of the several States and Territories ; Officers
and Soldiers of the Revolution; and Officers and
‘ Soldiers of the War of 1812.

Thencame the Civic Procession, composing the
second, third, fourth, and fifth divisions of the
programme. The second division was under Dr.
Witriax B. Macruper, as Marshal, and was ar-
ranged in the following order :

Poreons present at the laying of the corner-stone of the Capital
in 1763.
President of the United States and Msyor of the city.
Heads of Departments.

Cabinet Members of former Administrativns.
Ciommittees of Public Buildings of the Senate and House of
Fepresentatives, Architect of Capitol, Commissioner
of Public Buildiags.

Heads of Bureaus.

Judges of the United Btates Courts.

Judges of Btate Courts.

. Chaplaine of the 31st Congress.
The Reserend Clergy of the District.
Delegations from Btates and Territories,
Washington Monument Society.
Membe of the Bmithsonian Institution.

Members of the-Bociety cf Cincinnati.

Free and Accepted Masons, who were attired in the
regalia of the @rder, bearing its various emblems,
end forming a distinct feature in the pageant. Then
follo'wed the ‘Order of the Sons of Temperance,
inchiding their Grand and ‘Subordinate Divisions,
avithi banners, &c., as before described.

VVith a view t0 aid the numerovs and finely
anovinted Marshale to.guard the procession from
annoyance by horees- or -vehicles, with which the
entire space of Pennsylvania avenue would other-
wise have been .threnged, a large ‘body of the
Au:tiliary @uard and other Policemen were assign-
Led ‘(o the lire.

In about thirty minutes the Proeession entered
the north gate of .the Capitol grounds, and were
dra wn up in order around the excavation for the
Coiner Stone. 'Fhe Presient of the United
Statles, attended by Warter Lenex,Esq., Mayor
of t he city of Waskingten ; the Heads of Depart-
merts ; the WOfficers of the Army and Navy;
VGECRGE WasaiNaTeN Paske Cuswe, Esq.; the

janany others -as the limited space -would accom-
mod ate, occupied the site of the -contemplated
-edifize.

After ¢ ealutatory by the Marine Band, and
axder being proclaimed, the :Rev. C..M. BurLez,
\B. D., Rector-ef Tricity Church, and Chaplain

igg to the Throne of ‘Erace the following fervent

| and impresaise prayer :
-Almighty and immortal Ged, King of kings.nd Lord of
v by B Noarlbseompareps 1. A

w D, iming, and praise.
Theu hast given us life ; thou hast sent thy son Jum%luh
w‘«::;. us i'n:‘ sin n:l.:eclh_;fthou bast surrounded us
wi' means of grace.and.set beforews the hopes of glory.
Make.us, we bessech thee, partakers of thy p-ionin':z.
Give us grace thankfully to sacept thy snercy and.carnestly
tada thy will.

Waetlese thee, heavenly Father, for «ll thy mersies to us
as a pation. Thou.art asirong cower tothose who.fesr thy
pame, (Our fathers trustod in thee, snd were dalivered.
They have declared wato us the noble worke which thaa didst
in their deys and in the.old time sbefore them. Thac didst
tthem in & goodly beritage ; thou didat unite them in
hair hour of peril; theu didet cover their beads and erown
them with.victory in the day of battle ; thou hast carried us,
their children, forward fo this hiappy day in fraternel wpjon,
prosperity, and peace. We beseech thee toconlinue ese
thy blessinge.to as and te the generatiens that shall come aler
us. Let thyiest blessings reston our beloved Chief Mygis-
trate, the ‘Prasident of the Uniled Btates. Give to our lew-
givers wisdom 10 devise and fidelity to execute such measures
as shall ‘promote the public wirye, hatmony, and weal
Bless our Governors, Legislatutee, Judges, Military and
Naval Officers, and all who discharge public truste. Grant;
that all estates of men throughout our lend, in their several|
vocations and m::}triu, may do l.:' ;Iil.l and win blm-
ing, that peace ha truth and justice, religion
lﬂl‘%mh mﬁbﬁx;ilm for ull generstione.

‘e thank thee, beavenly Father, for this day—for the
mercies which it comsemorates, and the mercies whieh it
bringr. We bless thee that thou didst prosper the purpases
answer the prayess of our fatbers, who, on this day, de- |
clancd themselves and their country free. We thank thee for
our broad land, our just Constitwlion, our good laws, our

4 - Memberenl . e the Day, the President and his escert, with the die
B Mayor of tho Dby of Washingio. e (o bt s i
"Fae Corporste suthorities ol_.&lnand;h, Geergetown, and | 3. 0104 Wlﬁﬂllpﬂl he 1oAY platlor Rl
Waskingher -B. B. Frexca, Esq., Grand Master of the }

The third division eonsisted of the Fraternity of

of the Senate, -qpened the ceremonies. hy address-

'} ago, Washington sieod, clo'hed in the ssme Masopic regalia
that he then wore, ysing the identical gavel that he used,

-hfpru

WASHINGTON :

brdken by the throes of the resurrection motn!, Oh, God,
our God, and our father's God, we entreat thee by thy multi- |
plied mercies to us in the by the momentous interests
of the present, by all our fond hopes of future for our-
selves, our children, our country, and the world, we entreat
preserve the Btates of this Union forever free and
forever one ! Bmile, heavenly Father, upon
this day, in this place, and over all our belo
serve and bless those who are engsged in them.
lowed and bappy influences atiend  the celebration of
Anniversary more and more, from age to age.
aceept.our services and prayer, and freely pardon all
rsonsl and national tranagressions, for the sake of

ist, our Baviour. Amen! ,

s
£

ing, then took a survey of the stone and deposited
therein a glass jar, hermetically sealed, which con-
tained a variety of valuable historical parchments,
the cains of the United States, a copy of the Oration

pers of the day, and other me &
.. 'The corner-stone of the new Capitol adifice was
then, with great dignity and solemnity, laid by |
Micarp Firruore, President of the United States,
after which he gave way to the Masonic Fraternity.
Their services were opened with an excellent prayer
by their Grand Chaplain, the Rev.. Cuaries A,
Davis. The * corn of nourishment, the wine of
refreshment, and the oil of joy,” were severally de-
pesited, according to the peculiar observances of the
fraternity, viz: :
The Grand Master examined the stone, applied the square,
level, and plumb, and pronounced it properly formed, and of
evitable material for the purpose for which it wes intended.
He then placed upon it the corn, wine, and oil, saying, s he
did so, ** May the all bountiful Creator bless the people of
this nation, grant to them all ‘the necessaries, conveniences,
and comforts of life ; assist in the erection and completion of
this edifice, preserve the workmen from any sccident, and be-
stow upon us all the corn’ of nourishment, the wine of re-

gevel, which was used by the immortal Washington, a! the
laying of the corner-stone of that Capitol, and clothed with
the same npron that he then wore, I now pronounce this cor-
ner stone of this extension of that Capitol, well laid, true,

SATURDAY, JULY

Capitol and the corer-stone of the Union of these States i
both: rest stable and strong, until they shall be shaken and | lak

our nationsl

Tromas U. WaLTER, architect of the new build- | eeven have beamed upon ‘*the American people”

o be delivered by the Secretary of State, newspa- |

freshment, and the cil of joy.” He then said, * with this |

12, 1851.

: mt_.‘h'mnildmoanlmWo—

the genuine maxzims of an

rated fo such a powerjul State as may introduce
”Mﬁ new cﬁa‘"“ tant change in n affairs.
-~ (] ¢ from anoestors of the most improved and en-

been fulfilled. ¢* The foundations of | i

right having mngmmmm:g
bands the ** experiment’ " was entrusted. P

8

desply end finaily

L T

-

our

bas b2en entirely suc-

& moment reverse this

good old ship of Biate
e seemed about to overwhelm ber,

and, liky battle-ship the i
has the angers of *“a lee shore,” and is
now we hope and trust, in smooth water, with a cloud-
lesa n all around her, Heaven works not on earth
withouthuman means, and men and patriots were inspired
in our {ay of danger to cast themselves resolutely into the
breach had strike boldly for the Union. The namés of Clay,
W , Cues, Foote, Cobb, Dickinson, Houston, Dougles,
and & of othors, shail live in the history of the dark
storm throngh which we have just passed asthe saviours of
this gla galaxy of American States; their names shall

stand in history as the pillars of their country in the hour of
her darkes: trial. 5

I know I shall be excused for saying that all save one of
those whose nemes I bave mentioned are *‘brethren of the
mystid tie.” He 'to whose eloquence you are about to listen
i, if [ misiake not, the exception.

To these great, good, patriotic men, aided as they have
been by the Executive uf the nation, in whose every act a de-
termination not to  be misunderstood has been manifested Lo
preserve the Union, do we, as I firmly believe, under God,
owe the existence this day of theee United States of Ameri-

and trusty,” accompanying the last words with three blows
of the gavel. He then presented to T. U. Walter, Exq,
the architect, the working tools, being the square, level,
‘and plumb, secompanying the presentation with the follow-
ing remarks :

these working tools of your own profession—the square, the
level, and the plumb. We, as speculative masens, use them
symbolically ; you as an accomplished architect, well know
their use practically, and may the noble edifice, here to be
erected, under your charge, srise in its besutiful proportions,

your life and health be long continued, and may you see the
work go on, and the capstone laid under circumetances as
suspicious and as hlpp’y us those under which this corner-
stone is this day laid.”

The line of the proceesion and the mighty multi-
tude of people now changed positions nearer to the
front of the stand from whence the addresses were

sons, then appeared in front, (preceding Mr. Wez-
sTER at his request,) and delivered the following
address :

Mrx Maisonic BasTurex : I rise to address you on this
occasion, deeply oppressed with the circumstances which sur-
round me. 3

Standing, as I do, inthe presence of some of the most ex-
alted men of this nation,-and to be followed, as 1 am to be,
by one admitted by all as emphatically the eralor of his time,
and of whom I can truly say, “‘He it is who, coming sfier
me, is preferred before me, whose shoe's latchet [ am not
worthy to unloose,” you will believe me guilty of na affecta-
tion when I say I feel & diffidence which is & me unusual.

Btill, es your Grand Master, I have a duty to perform, and
I ehrink from no duty, under any circumstances. As has been
the custom of our revered Order on such occasions, I shall
proceed briefly to address you. :

I am unable to conoeive of a more interesting occasion than
this upon which we are here assembled, on ihis anniversary
of the birthday of American Freedom.

Here we are—the proud dome of oar own Capitol towering
sbove us—nassembled together from the North snd the South,
from the East and the West, to perform a doty indicative,
in iteelf, of the growth and prosperity of thi¢ mighty hation.

On the 18th dey ef SBeplember, 1793, was laid, by Gronex
Wasninerox, President of the United ®tates, and Grand
Master of Masons, at least on that occasion, the corner-stone
of the magnificent edifrce-before us.

It was doubtless suppesed that, when completed according
. to the plan then adopted, it would be of smple dimensions to

¢erected for ages thea to come. :
Fifty-eight years buve elapsed, and in that comparatively
brief space in the sges of Governments we are called upon
{o ansemble here and lay ‘the corner-stone of an additional
edifice, which shall hereafier tower up, resting firmly on the
strong foundstion this day planted, adding beauty and meg-
-mitcde to the Poople’s house, and illustrating to thé world the
fire foundation in the Peaple’s hearts of the-principlesof free-
;i:am:imdtlh rapid growth of those principles on this Western

onlinent.

vKon, my brethren, -etanding here, where, fity-eight years

{ we heve assisted in lsying the foundation of a new Capitol of
: ?ﬂl;msw? doy,‘-uaolaa;an of eld lnid the foun-
«dation temple of ithe living ., *¢ Nowm, .therefare,”
#ays 1k historian Jeeephus, *¢ the king laid the l'ﬂmdm:':i of
tthe temple very deep in the ground, and the materials were
strong-stones, and such ss would resist the foree of time ;"
ead.we, following thile sublime.example, haveilaid here, deep
in the ground, and of strotg stones that we .trust will resist
the farce of time, the foundations of a house wherein we hope
for lengthened years the represeatatives of « mighty

auilloﬁﬂn:nbrlhoglug, the dappiners, sud the of

at !

and the prediction was aguin.and;again m
thank God, turned out Lo be false pipbtu‘.d&'ut t.wdnﬁm
*¢ the avish-was" doubtiess- < father to the thought i but it
did not-fail ! The first ceneus of the United Stated, in'17€1,
exhibited a of less than faur millions of souls ; at
the time of thet corner-stone there were probably
something over four millions; and new, in less then sixty
yeare, the number basincressed.bo; of twenty millions’
The predictions of failure by the prophets_have them-
selves utterly failed, while the praper has been answared.and the
I fulfilled which W mede on sssuming the
duties of Feosident, on the 30th of April, 1789. He then of-
fered up his *“fervent supplications toithet Almighty Being

s¢Mr, Architect : I now, with pleasure, present to you.

t completion, in conformity with all your wishes, and may |

10 be delivered, Accompanied by the Marshals of

ca! Theoksbe toGod! thanks to them! [Loud andloug-
icontinued applauee. ]
| And now, my brethren, do we. see nothing here, in these
|ceremonies, on this oceasion, to cheer us? Cold, indeed,
jmust be our hearts if they can beat on in their regular pulsa-
tions while our eyes behold nothing but a plain rock of granite,
{hewed and squared, and our esrs hear nothing further than
{¢¢jt is a corner-stone.”
. Isee i these ceremonies, as it were, the spirit of Wash.
ington amongst us, renewing the hopes and wishes and pray-
«ers that be never failed to offer in his lifetime for the perpetu-
ation of this Union. In that corner-stone I perceive the seal
|set to a renewed lease of the existence of this Union. Lease,
did I say ? No; n deed of warrant in fee simple, to have and
1o hold to us‘and our heirs and representatives romzven !

In the erection of this new Capitol, adjoining the old one,
I see Texas, and California, and New Mexico come in an
pite themselves to our old Union, and become one and the

with it 5 and, inleaving this old Capitol untouched, I see

ihe old Union, South Carolina and sll, standing firmly,
jroudly, in its glorious strength, unbroken and uobreaksble ;
md let us all firmiy hope and pray =0 msj it stand ronzven
a¥p romsven ! [Applause.]
rose fro
rhich he prepared, a copy of which had been
depositid in the corner-stone. He did not, however,
confiné himself to the manuscript, but occasionally
extemporized new thoughts and other highly inte-
resting reflections, which, together with the read-
ing/ oceupied him nearly two hours. The Speech,
as jlelivered, is as follows :
row-Cirizens : I congratulate you, I give you joy,
on he return of thie Anniversary ; and I felicitate you, also,
more particular purpose of which this ever-memorable
Hail ! all
I see before and around me a mass of faces, glowing
cheerfulness and patriotic pride. 1 see thousands of
4 turned towards other eyes, all. sparkling with gratifica-
delight. Thisis the New World! This is Ame-
rical And this is Washinglon, the Capital of the United
BI:L ! And where else, among the Nations, can the seat
of fovernment be surrounded, on any day of any year, by
thof who have mare reason to rejoice in the bessings which
g} possess * Nowhere, lellow citizens ; assurediy, nowhere.
Ty us, then, meet this rising sun with joy and thanks.
ivhg ! :
Phis is that dsy of the year which announced to markind the
grept fact of American Independence. This fresh and briliiant
ing blesses our vision with another beholding of the
| Binhday of our Nation ; and we see that nation, of recent
ifin, now among the most considersble and powerful, end
Lsprading over the continent, from sea to sea.
Among tbe firet colonists from Europe to this part of Ame-
 rie, there were some, doubtless, who contemplated the dis-
consequences of their undertaking, and who saw s great
fatarity ; but, in general, their hopes were limited to the en-
| joyment of s safe asylum from tyranny, religious and civil,
and to rerpectable subsistence, by industry and toil. A thick
well hid our times from their view. But the progress of Ame-
vita, however slow, could mot but at length awaken genius,
andiattract the attention of mankind.
o the early part of the next centary, Bishop Berkeley,
who, it will be remembered, had resided for some lime in
Newport, in Rbode [sland, wrote his well-known *‘ Verses
o the Prospect of planting Ants and Lzanxixe in Ame-
(mrca.” The last stanza of this litile Poem seems to have
been produced by a high poetical inspiration :
4 Westward the course of empire takes its way ;

The four firet acts already
A-iﬁhdﬂlohn&cﬁmnmhdqz

Time's noblest offspring is the last.”
Tkis.extraordinary prophecy may be considered oaly as the
result of long [oresight and uncommon sagacily ; of a fore-
sight end sagacity stimulated, nevertheless, by excited feeling
and high .enthusissm. Bo clear a vision of what America
would become was not founded on equare miles, or on exist-
ing nusmbers, or on sny vulgar laws of statistics. [t was an
intitive glance into folurity ; it was a grand conception,
strong, aedeant, glowing, embracing all time since the creation

a chair next to

of the workd, and all regione of which that world is com-
poeed ; and jodging of the future by just amalogy with the
pest.  And the inimitable imagery and beauty with which the
thought is expresced, joined to the conception itsell, render it
ower the wniverse, who mesides in the councils of |eae of the mest siriking passages in our langusge.

faction to our curiosity.

‘has ordained ; and since the preservation | and acquired strength, but seem hastening wit

which Heaven
mﬁ: ,#iw dlihm_];:dhduw‘ of the
‘ ks b PO ale ) considered as deeply,
May hal- mlbexpc,l'inm“tr:udmh&u
thie o { lightened part of the old world, the
inheritance,

toere laid in th end immutable ther comitry. And it bappens
of privale morality,” mi.l:.m elernal rules of ﬁ mence lhcg &nridﬂng State h:'ﬁ:c time :rhi-n the humsn un-
i derstanding bas aitained to | use of its :

lesrned 1o aet with vigor and certainty. ‘They may avail of populsr Governments, on “""_‘"'I""'“‘."“
lh&&dvnmtulgo(mnpoﬂuundlnd for it that existed
Mﬁ#mh; become fruition, aud the experi- | of the errors and mistakes of former dsys.
blicen model of govern-| dered for how many sges a great

it | what

d | are indebted for the whole? Time and discipline may

* It is difficult for man to look into the s::iny o:li:::?
virtue and happiness, between duty and | ages ; the designs of Providence sre foo vast com N

i i honest and our own powers are 100 narrow to sdmit of much sais-
But, when we see many grestand

S ; i powerful causcs unmuzﬁ at work, we canpot deubt of their :
amiles of Heaven can never be expected on a | producing proportionable eff-cte. "

e “ el : t only taken root | * circumatances in which they are placed, where there is no

the eternal rules of order and sight colanies in North America have no v Ry T o o there o o somevsig

receive, as it were by

all the improvements and discoveries of their mo-

ers, and has

, but even
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not to have thought at all ; how many more they have,
busied io forming systems snd congeciures, while res
been lost in a lsbyrinth of words; aud they never seem lo
have on what frivolous matters their minds were

em

“:_ nd Jet it be well understocd what rapid improvements,
t discoveries have been made, in 8 few years,
by a few eountries, with our own at their head, which bave
uuw&amm'ﬂ using their fuculties.

« May we not ressonsbly expect that a number of pro-
vinces, of these advastages, and quickened by mu-
tual emulation, with only the common progress of the human

science !

spresding, may be considered as a tressure yet untouched
natursl productions that shall heresfier afiyrd ample matter
for commerce and contemplation. And if we reflect what a
stock of knowledge may be accamulated by the constant pro-
gress of industry and observation, fed with fresh supplies from
the stores of nature, assisted sometimes by those happy strokes
of chance which mock all the powers. of invention, and some-
times by those superior characters which arise occasionally to
instruct and enlighten the world, it js difficult even to ima-
gine to what beight of improvement their discoveries may
extend. : '
“¢And perhaps they may make as considerable advances
in the arts of civil government and the conduct of life.
We have reason to be proud, and even jealous, of our excel-
lent constitution ; but those equitable principles on which it
was formed, an equsl representstion, (the best discovery of
political wisdom, ) and & just and commodious distribution of
power, which wiih us were the price of civil wars and tbe re-
warde of the virtues and sufferings of our ancestors, descend
to them as a natural inheritance, without toil or pain.”
s But must they rest here, as in the utmost effort of hu-
man genius?  Can chance and lime, the wisdom and the
experience of public men, suggest no new remedy against
the evils which vices and ambition are perpetually apt tu cause !
May they not hope, without presumption, to preserve @
greater zeal for piety and public devotion than we have done ’
For sure it can bardly happen to them, as it'has to us, that
when religion is best understood snd rendered most pure snd
reasonable, that then should be the precise lime when many
cease lo believe and practice it, and all in geaeral become most
indifferent toit ?
« May they not possibly be more successful than their mo-
ther country has been in preserving that reverence and au-
thority which is due to the laws? to thoss who make, and
:'i tl}ou who execute lh::;' ! bkxﬁr not ; ;:dhndfbe m;cg}
of procuring some tolerable share of the comforis of life
to m.’} inferior useful ranks of men to whose industry we

discover some means to correct the exireme intqualities of
condition between the rich and the poor, so dangerous fo
the innocence and happiness of both. They may fortunate-
ly be led by habit and choice to despise that luxury which
is. considered with us the true enjoyment of wealth, = They
may have liule relish for that ceaseless hurry of amusements
which is pursued in this couniry without pleasure, exercise,
or employment, And perhaps, afler irying, some of our
follivs and and rejecting the

ners. M%w scenes and siduadions, which
s0 many i must necessarily pass, through,
may introduce ¢s in the uating opinions and

manners of men which we can: form no coneeption of ; and

* will but the will of the majority ; tha
* remain, they must submit to that will.” And this I believe
to be suictly truo.
venture, before

more
fortunately for them to com- ticular duties of the day, to state, in's words, what [
take these _.hnnim political

reason haw | i8

mind, should very considerably enlarge the boundaries of | Roy
« The vast continent itself, over which they are ﬁdulloy‘ ]
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Now, feilow-citizens, if your patience will hold out, I will
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slow degrees, greater and greater
ernment of the couniry, In
House of Commons was a form of representation,
unequsl ; numbers were counted, and msjoritiea pre
and when our ancestors, acting'‘upon this  example,
duced more equality. of representation, ‘the ides assumed
more rational and distinct shspe. * At any Tate, this
of exerciang popular power was familiar to our fatbers- whe
they settled on this continent. ~adopted
ration bas risen up afier generation, ull acknowledging it; and
becoming acquainted with its practice and its forms.
And the next fuidenenta! principle in cur system is, that
the will of the mejority, fairly expressed throngh the means
of representation, sball have the force of law ; and it is quite
evidint that iu a country without Thrones or Aristocracies
or privileged castes.or classes, there can be na othar foundation
for law to stand upon. ' b

And, as the necessary result of this, the third elementis, that
the law ja the supreme rule for the government of all, The
great sentiment of Alcmus, so beautifully. presented to ue by
Bir William Jones, is absolutely iodispensable to the con-
struction and maintenance of our political systems :

« What constitutes a State ?

Not high rais’d battlements or labored mound,
Thick wall or moated gate ;

Not cities proud, with spires and turretscrown’d 7

;fi
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Not bays and brond arm’d ports, )
Where, | ing at the storm, rich nuvies ride;
Not starr’d ¥ led courts,

Where low-brow’d baseness wafts perfume to pride.
No—Mzx, high-minded Mzx, ;
" With powers sa ladre above dull brutes endued
o forest,; bryke, or den e
As bc!n’:ts excel cold rock and brambles rude :
Men who their duties know,
But know their rights, snd, knowing, dare maiatain ;
Prevent the long-aim’d blow, : X
And crush the tyrant while they reud the chain :
These constitute a Btate ;
And Soyzrriex Law, that State’s collected will,
O’er thrones und globes elate : 4
Sits empress, erowning good, repressing in»
And, Bnally, snother most important part of the great
fabric of American liberty is, thst there shall be written cop-
stiturions, founded on the immediate authority of the people
themselves, and regu'ating and restraining all the powers

conferred upon Government, whether legislative, ve,
or judicial, ol ; ;
in, : --1"'hmh_-,[q-mmry§{
our Ametican pi nd [ bave on this occasion
to express them in the _init-%'_dm_ . T
exsct, bat I hope it may be

summary mey mot be entirely exsct, be
Ill_iﬁelenl!y,l:w make manifest to the rising generation smoog
ourselves, and to those elsewhere who may chooss to inquire

not only the gracious disposition of Providence, but the visi
ble preparation of causes, seems lo indicate strong tenden-
cies towards a geoeral improvement.”

Fellow-citizens, this ** gracious disposition of Providence”
and this *¢ visible p-eparation of causes” at length brought on
the hour for decisive action. On the 4th of July, 1776, the
Representatives of the United Siates of America in Congress
asscmbled declared that these United Colonies sre, and of
right ought to b#, FREE AND INDEPENDENT STATER
This declaration, msde by most patriotic and resolute men,
rusting in the justice of their cause and the protection of
Heaven, and yet made not without deep solicitude and anx-
iety, bas now stood for eeventy-five years, and still stands.
It was sealed in blood. It has met dangers, and overcome
them ;*it has had enemies, and it has conquered them ; it has
had detractors, and it bas abashed them all ; it has bad doubt-
ing friends, but it has cleared sll doubts away ; sod now, to-
day, raising its sugust form higher than the cloads, twenly
millions of people contemplate 1t with ballowed love, and the
world beholds it, and the consequences which bave followed
from it, with profound admiration. ,

This snniversary animates, and gladdens, and unites all
American hearts, On other days of the year we may be
party men, indulgiog in controversies, more or less important
to the public gdod ; we may have likes and dislikes, and we
may maintain our political differences, often with warm, acd
sometimes with angry feelings. But to-day, we are Ameri-
cans all; and all nothing but Americans. As the great
luminary over our hesds, dissipating mists and fogs, now
cheers the whole hemisphere, g0 do the associations conoect-
ed with this day disperse all cloudy and sullen weather, and
sll noxious exbalations in the minds and feelings of true Am=-
ricans. Every man's heart swelle within him ; every man’s
port and besring become somewhat more proud snd lofiy, as
he remembers that seveniy-five years have rolled awsy, and
that the great inheritance of E{neny is still Lis : his, undi-
minished and unimpaired ; his in all its original glory ; his
to enjoy ; his to protect ; and Lis to transmit to future gene-
ra‘ions.

Fellow-citizens : This inberitance which we erjoy to-dsy
is not only an inheritance of liberty, but of our own peculiar
Americsn liberty. Liberty has existed in other times, in
other countries, and iv other forms. There hes been n Gre-
cian liberty, bold and powerful, foll of spirit, eloquence, and
fire ; u liberty which produced mulitudes of great men, and
bas transmitted one immortal name, the name of Demo:-
thenes, to posterity. But still it was a liberty of disconnected

Staies, sometimes united, indeed, by temporary leagues and

confedersci-e, but ofien involved in wars between themee|ves.

The swyrd of Spariaturned its sharpest cdge against Athens,

enslaved her, and devastated Grecce ; and, in ber turn, Sparta

was compelled 1o bend before the power of Toebes. And let

it be ever remembered, especially let the truth sink deep into

all American miuds, that it was the wWANT OF USION amoDg

her several Siates which fiually gave the mastery of all Greece

to Philip of Macedon.

And tbere has a'so been a Roman liberty, & proud, ambi-

tious, domineering spirit, professing free ard popular princi-

ples in Rome itself, but, even in the best days of the Republic,

ready to carry slavery snd chains into her provinces, and

through every country over which her esgles could be borue.

Who ever hesrd of liberty in Spain, or Gaul, o1 Germany, or

Britsin in the daye of Rume ? There was none such. As

the Roman Eampire declined, her provinces, not ingructed in

the principles of free popular government, one afier another

declined atso, and when Rome herself fell in the end, all fell

together.

©On the duy of the declaration of Independence our illus-
tricus fathers performed the first act in this drema—an act, in
real importance, infinitely exceeding that for which the great
English poel inveked
‘¢ A mue of fire,

A kingdom for a stage, princes 1o scl,

And menarchs to behold the swelling scepe "

The Muse inspiring our Fathers was the Geniunof Liberty,

in- [all on fiee With & sense of oppression, and 2 resolution to

throw it off 3 the whole world was the s:tage, and higher cha-
racters than princes irod it; and, instead of monarchs, coun-
tries, and mitions, and the sge beheld the swelliog scene.
How well the charactors were cast, and bow well each acted
his part, and whet emotions the whole performance excited,
let history, now and bereafter, tell.

At & sabrequent period, but before the declaration of Inde
pendence, the Bishop of St. Asaph published a Divcourse, in
which the following remarkable passsges are found :

I bave said, geotlemen, that our inheritance is aa inherit-
ance of American liberty. That hbm; i charscteris ic,
peeuliar, and cliogether cur own.  Nothing like it existed in
former times, not was known in the most enlightened States
of autiquity ; while with vs its principles huve become in-
terwoven into the minde of ind vidual men, connected with
our daily opinions, and our daily habite, until it ie, if I may
#0 say, an element of social as well s of political life ; and
the consequence s, that to whatever region an American
citiven carries himeelf, be takes with bim, fully developed in
his own n:ndmfi snd experience, our American prio-
ciples and opinions, snd becomes ready at once, in

with others, to apply them to the formation :.;....Eu.....
ments. Of this, a most wonderful instance may be seen in
the history of the Statc of California.

On & former ovesston [ have vetitured to remmark that, ** It
ie very difficult to establish a free conservative Government
for the equal advancemeot of all the interests of saciety.

lore than all the world beside’ What has ltaly dome’
What bave they done who dwell on the spot where Cicero

into the nature of our political institutions, the general theory
upon which they are tp‘:ll'mded. And I now ;rou.l to add,
ibat the strong and dee tled conviction of all intelligent
persons amongst us is, that in order to support o ‘useful and
wise Government upon these popular pri»:m the general
education of the Fe'ople, and the wide diff f pure mo-
rality and true religion, are indispensable. Individual virtue
is a part of public virwe, It is dificult to conceive how there
can remain morality in the Ga;m::;m when it ':d:tlu cease
to exist aming the people ; or how the aggregale po-
litical iuuit:u!ou, all the organs of which consist only of
men, should be wise, and beneficent, snd competent to in-
spire confidence, if the opposite qualities belong to the indi-
viduals who constitute those organs, and make up that ag-
gate. ;

mAud now, fellow-citizens, I hke“llrl of this of the
duty which I proposed to perform, and once more

you snd myself that our eyes have seen the light of this
blessed motning, and that our ears have heard the shouts
with which joyous thousands welcome ils return, snd joining
with you in the hope that every revolving yesr shall renew
these rejoicings to the end of time, I proceed 1o sddress you,
sbonily, upon the particular occasion of our sssembling here

to-day.

Friluw-eilinu. by the sct of Corgress of 30th Seplem-
ber, 1850, pravision was made for the Extension of the Uapi-
tol, aceording to such plan as might be approved by the Pre-
sident of the United States, the pecessary suma 1o be
cxperded under his direction. by such architect as be might
appoint. This measure was 'u:pnltin!y demanded for the
use of the Legislative and Judiciary departmants, the public
libraries, the occational sccommodation of the Chief Execu-
tive Magistrate, and for other objecis, No sct of Congress
incurring a large expenditure has received mote general ap-
The President has to

probation from the m
axecule this law. He has spproved s plan ; he has sppoint-
ed an architect ; and all things sre now resdy for the com-

mencemext of the work.

The Anpiversary of National Independence appeared to
affurd an suspicious cccasion for lsying the foundation-stone
of the addiiional Mﬂ& That ceremony has now been
performed, by the President himeelf, in the presence and
view of this multitude. He has thought that the day and the
occssion made a united and an imperative call for some short
address to the people here assembled ; and it is at his request
that I have appeared before you to perform that part of the
duty which was incumbent on us, g
Beneath the stone is deposited, among other things, a list
of which will b:‘ pnhlild::;«l, the following brief secount of
the proceedings of this day, in my handwriting :

**Onp the morning of the fi-st day of the Be -sixth year
*of the Independence of the Unidhjlm- : #, in the
«City of Washington, being the 4th day of July, 1851, this
¢ stone, designed ns the corner stone of the . ex! of the
* Cepitol, sccarding to a plan spproved by the ] in
¢ pursuance of an act of Congress, was laid zl(n.un
‘Frirxons, President of the States,. by the
¢ Grand Master of the Masonic ges, in the presence of
“many members of Congress, of officers of the Etrcutive
“and Judiciary Departmen’s, National, State, and District,
¢ of officers of ihe army and navy, the Corporate authorities
« of this and ueighboring cities, many ase cintions, clvil and
¢ military and masonic, officers of the 8miths.nian [natitation
*and National [nstivate, professors of colleges and teachers of
¢ schools of the District, with their students and pupils, and
“a vast ¢ incourss of people fram places near and remote, in-
‘cludiog o few surviving gentlemen who witnessed the lay-
*ing of the corner-stone of the Capitol by President Wash-
! Idnr::iw. on the eigh‘eenth day of Sepiember, seventeen hun-
s and ninety three. ‘

«1f, therefore, it shall ba hereafter the will of God that
“this stracture shall fall from its base, that its foundations be
* uptarned, aod this deposite brought to the eyes of men, be it
¢then known that on this day the Union of the United States
‘of America stands firm, thet their .fmti!uwn still exists
¢ unimpaired, and with all ite origin i i
. .fﬂ:l-h' every day stronger and stronger io the affections of
“the great body of the American people, and ditragting move
tand more the ﬂm.mioﬂoflh mld.l w all Iﬂ.'.—
tsemb'ed, whether belonging to public life ot to_privare life,
twith hearis devoutly thankful to Almighty God for the
* preservation of the liberty and happiness of the eountry,
« unite in sincere and fervent prayers that this deposite, sod
¢ihe walls and arches, the domes and towers, the columns
«and entablstures mow to ba etected over it may endure
¢ forever !
* Gop savk Tag UxiTep Sratis oF ANERICA.
«DANIEL WEBSTER,
« Seeretary of State of the United States.™

Fellow-citizens : Fifty-eight years ago Washington stood
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* What bes Germany done ; learned Germany, failer of ancient

lived > They bave not the power of self-government which

on this spot to execute s duty like that which hes now



